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written from an objective historical perspective a new history of christianity provides the

best readable yet scholarly one volume account of christianity from its origins to the

present  day  chapters  cover  christian  beginnings  the  growth  of  the  early  christian

communities  the  character  of  the  medieval  church  popular  religion  the  protestant

reformation the catholic reformation the early modern church the church in the nineteenth

century the church in war and peace and the crisis of the modern church

this book is a history of christianity from its earliest beginnings to the end of the

twentieth century the book provides students with an introduction to the many persons
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places movements and events necessary for the telling of our story the story of the church

this history of christianity is told in its essentials simply and straightforwardly for students

with little or no experience in the academic study of religion it is a story told within the

complex contexts of larger world events and world cultures but defined and simplified by

attention to those developments which have proven most influential for the past and

present shaping of church thought and practice the book is a comprehensive and definitive

introduction to the history of christianity it provides students with the necessary outline

and description of the broad sweep of movements and periods in this history but it also

pauses at important points to provide details about the lives of christians as lived at

various times and in various locations this story is told in easy to understand prose and

with illustrative photographs maps and charts

the third edition of christianity through the centuries brings the reader up to date by

discussing events and developments in the church into the 1990s this edition has been

redesigned  with  new  typography  and  greatly  improved  graphics  to  increase  clarity

accessibility  and  usefulness  new  chapters  examine  recent  trends  and  developments

expanding the last section from 2 chapters to 5 new photos over 100 photos in all more

than twice the number in the previous edition single column format for greater readability

and a contemporary look improved maps 21 and charts 39 building on the features that

have made christianity through the centuries an indispensable text the author not only

explains the development of doctrines movements and institutions but also gives attention

to the impact of christianity on its times and to the mark of the times on christianity

christianity has played a central role in world history for better or worse but beyond the

life of jesus many people know little of this story geoffrey blainey takes the reader on a

journey from the very beginnings of christianity through to the present day looking at the

development of the religion itself as well as the social and economic forces that have

influenced it the book focuses on the stories of the key players in christianity s rise and

fall through the ages as well as how these players shaped the faith of believers

charting the rise and development of christianity carter lindberg has succeeded in writing

a concise and compelling history of the world s largest religion he spans over 2 000 years

of colorful incident to give an authoritative history of christianity for both the general

reader and the beginning student ranges from the missionary journeys of the apostles to

the tele evangelism of the twenty first century demonstrates how the christian community

received and forged its identity from its development of the bible to the present day

covers topics fundamental to understanding the course of western christianity including the

growth of the papacy heresy and schism reformation and counter reformation includes an

introduction to the historiography of christianity a note on the problems of periodization

an appendix on theological terms and a useful bibliography an authoritative yet succinct
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history written to appeal to a general audience as well as students of the history of

christianity written by internationally regarded theologian carter lindberg who is  the

author of numerous titles on theology and church history

tim dowley s masterful one volume survey of church history is now available in a new

concise  format  designed  with  today  s  student  in  mind  each  section  of  dowley  s

introduction to the history of christianity has been reviewed and content edited to create a

more compact summary of christian history this new shorter introduction retains the full

color format of the popular full edition including the third edition s new images and maps

dowley has assembled a global cast of respected scholars to write the full story of the rise

of the christian faith and to provide a rounded picture of the worldwide development of

christianity the volume has been praised as accurate scholarly and balanced its writers are

committed to christianity but also to the unhindered pursuit of truth that does not avoid

the darker aspects of the varied story of christianity the accessible text is supported by

detailed timelines maps profiles  of  key figures in christianity colorful  images and a

complete glossary each section includes questions for discussion

beginning with the birth of jesus and tracing the religion established by his followers up

to the present day the faith is a comprehensive exploration of the history of christianity

judiciously covering all the signal moments without bogging down in minutia author brian

moynahan s superbly written and generously illustrated book is of central importance to

christians historians and anyone interested in a faith that shaped the modern world

moynahan s research uses little known sources to tell a magnificent story encompassing

everything from the early tremulous years after jesus death to the horrors of persecution

by nero from the growth of monasteries to the bloody crusades from the building of the

great cathedrals to the cataclysm of the reformation and the catholic counter reformation

from the flight of pilgrims from europe in pursuit of religious freedom to the salem witch

trials from the advent of a traveling pope to the rise of televangelists coming just in time

for jubilee 2000 this ambitious book reveals and commemorates the significance of the

christian faith

worshipped by 2 billion christians and revered by 1 3 billion muslims jesus christ is the

most famous human being ever yet how did this man from an obscure backwater in the

roman empire achieve such extraordinary acclaim how did religion founded in his name

grom to become the most powerful on earth what has been its relationship through history

with that other giant of religions islam in this fast paced and entertaining book journalist

and historian stephen tomkins sets out to provide the answers beginning with the life of

jesus he presents a warts and all portrait of the key people events and movements in

christian history for every debauched pope murderous crusader and hate filled inquisitor

there are glorious examples of heroic self sacrifice spiritual enlightenment and social
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transformation despite setbacks and conflict the church has continued to change and grow

with the result that at the start of the 21st century its centre of gravity is moving south

into sub saharan africa and south america the author ends by looking to the future for the

story is far from over all those wanting to understand where christianity is going need to

learn where it has come from and in this book they will find a lively and informative

guide

the essential history of christianity covers both the key historical events and the big

picture miranda threlfall holmes helps us to understand what has gone on in the past and

sheds light on our present experiences of  churches religion spirituality and religious

conflict  she also gives important clues about what might happen in the future this

entertaining and accessible guide makes sense of a fascinating subject providing a clear

overview of the broad sweep of christian history and is indispensible for those beginning

to study christianity or the church

this superb volume provides the first genuinely global one volume history of the rise and

development of the christian faith an international team of specialists takes seriously the

geographical diversity of the christian story discussing the impact of christianity not only

in the west but also in latin america africa india the orient and australasia

first published in 1976 paul johnson s exceptional study of christianity has been loved and

widely hailed for its intensive research writing and magnitude a tour de force one of the

most ambitious surveys of the history of christianity ever attempted and perhaps the most

radical new york review of books in a highly readable companion to books on faith and

history  the  scholar  and author  johnson has  illuminated the  christian  world  and its

fascinating history in a way that no other has johnson takes off in the year ad 49 with his

namesake the apostle paul thus beginning an ambitious quest to paint the centuries since

the founding of a little known jesus sect a history of christianity explores to a great

degree the evolution of the western world with an unbiased and overall optimistic tone

johnson traces the fantastic scope of the consequent sects of christianity and the people

who followed them information drawn from extensive and varied sources from around the

world makes this history as credible as it is reliable invaluable understanding of the

framework of modern christianity and its trials and tribulations throughout history has

never before been contained in such a captivating work

christianity one of the world s great religions has had an incalculable impact on human

history this book now the most comprehensive and up to date single volume work in

english  describes  not  only  the  main  ideas  and  personalities  of  christian  history  its

organisation and spirituality but how it has changed politics sex and human society

diarmaid macculloch ranges from palestine in the first century to india in the third from
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damascus to china in the seventh century and from san francisco to korea in the twentieth

he is one of the most widely travelled of christian historians and conveys a sense of place

as arrestingly as he does the power of ideas he presents the development of christian

history differently from any of his predecessors he shows how after a semblance of unity

in its earliest centuries the christian church divided during the next 1400 years into three

increasingly distanced parts of which the western church was by no means always the

most important he observes that at the end of the first eight centuries of christian history

baghdad might have seemed a more likely capital for worldwide christianity than rome

this is the first truly global history of christianity

amanda porterfield offers a survey of ideas rituals and experiences of healing in christian

history jesus himself performed many miracles of healing and christians down the ages

have seen this as a prominent feature of their faith indeed healing is one of the most

constant themes in the long and sprawling history of christianity changes in healing beliefs

and practices offer a window into changes in religious authority church structure and ideas

about sanctity history resurrection and the kingdom of god porterfield chronicles these

changes at the same time shedding important new light on the universality of religious

healing finally she looks at recent scientific findings about religion s biological effects and

considers the relation of these findings to ages old traditions about belief and healing

presents a history of the christian faith from its beginning as a jewish sect to the impact

of twentieth century issues such as birth control muslim fundamentalism and nazi racism

who would have thought that from its humble beginnings as a small group of followers of

a jewish man called jesus that christianity would become less than two thousand years

later the most widespread religion on earth
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